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14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new!
18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us
the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Once, long ago my world was very small. Christians were the people who gathered
with me to hear Pastor Lucht preach each week. We all heard the same word, sang the same
hymns, had about the same opportunity to believe and to obey. God was fair.
But slowly I came to the realization that not everyone in the world heard a Pastor Lucht
from the time they could first remember. In fact, some had never even heard of Jesus Christ.
Probably most of the people who have lived on this earth have never heard the gospel. Would
they all go to hell? I wondered.
Then one day I realized that if I had been born in India, I would probably be a Hindu in Vietnam, probably a Buddhist - in Saudi Arabia probably a man of Islam. Yet in the book
of Acts we read, "There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among mortals by which we must be saved." Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and
the life, no one comes to the Father but by me."
It is very popular today for people to say there are many roads to one destination, or to
say all the world’s great religions teach the same thing. I hope none of you will accept those
answers. For then Christ lived his life and gave his life for nothing. If Jesus is not the only way
of salvation, then when he prayed that there might be some other way for him but the cross,
then the Father should have answered, “Yes, there is another way.”
But Jesus, the only Son of God, did what no one else could do, through his dying he
won salvation for us. But not just for us.

Listen to the first words of our second lesson for today: For the love of Christ urges us
on because we are convinced that one has died for all, therefore all have died. And he died for
all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was
raised for them.
This is the gospel, the good news we are sent into all the world to proclaim. “Christ
died for you,” we can declare. And we never have to wonder whether he really died for this
one, or loves them just the way they are, or whether he really intends to forgive them all their
sins. He died for all in love; that is what the scripture says. As our second lesson says, In
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
All of the world's religions are not the same, for all the others tell of what people must
do or become or believe in order to make themselves acceptable to God. But we believe that it
is not what humans do but what God has done for all that gives hope.
The love of Christ urges us on. Whether Ruth treats every person she meets in
Morrocco with respect and compassion, or you and I do the same at Midway mall, the love of
Christ urges us on.
What about Buddhists and Moslems and Hindus? I don't know how God's love for them
will be expressed beyond the grave. I only know that God's love for them and for you has been
expressed in the dying and the rising of Jesus Christ. Christ did not die so that a special,
privileged few might be saved, but in order to save everyone. That is God's hope for all, can we
hope and work for anything less?
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