Isaiah 2:11-5 let Sunday in Advent lovember 27, 19583
A wision: It shall come to pass on the last day that the sirens shall

wail and the TV sereeens hall ®e filled with the faces of terrified announcers, .

Fanicky voices shall blare from the zadlos announcing routes to be taken and

procedures to be followed. Some shall rush to shelters with safe Tood and

water wkile others simplp rush, and etill others are frozen into inactivity.

High in the sky will be the sight of the meteors of the last night steeaking

to Tulfill the destiny for which they were created. And every voice will #e

heard to say, this fan't be. 1 can't believe it is really happening, This

ean't be. But in mountains, beneath the earth, the warriors of this battle

will sit, falone secure. On screens like those at +the lacal arcade this war
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will be fought, and they will watch as the monitors follow the path of the
attacking forces through the skies. Then the earth shall begin to shake and

quake, and light shall flash, a mocking of the first 1ight of greation. 4And

clouds of death shall form until the aromam of the flowers of spring shall becem

the stink of rotting vegetation and the smell of good food cooking will be

replaced with the =terich of rotting flesh. And 1t shall be that in this war,

like mo war before it only the soldlereshall survive, TFor g time.

I didn't see the show last Sunday night, I had to be with the Luther League

at church. At coffee and on the street I heard reports, most everyone secmed

not wery affected by it. It seems to have been Just another show, and so it

was, 1 suspect the anti nuclear people are somewhat disappointed by the affect
of their mevedé, the Day After.
1 try to think of what I will do if the slren goed off.., 1 can think of

nething. T truly can think of nothing. _All my life there has been the threat

of nuclear war, As & child I went to sleep afraid about it. Dut itf it comes
I don't know what I would do.
Fray. We all would pray. Like we never prayed beffee we would pray.

Would Ged spop the missles in mid air? Before the flash, and the bemning

and the sickness and death? Would the prayers of millions bring Christ from

the sky before stesl bulldings were melted and every acre on this earth steril-
lzed by radiation?




I read a book by Elie Wiegel. e is a jew who alone survives of his

family, He wmg t& augchwitz, and other places. They prayed, from the day the

rounding up started through trainrides and bitter cdld nights and watching

mothers and sisters be separated for the last time in this life from sons and
husbands and brothers, through it all and every day they prayed until millions
of prayers #illed the graves, Every cne thought, it may happen to others but

it can never happen to me. ZIZvery single one until it did. So a Tow soldiers
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with guns ushered millions to the camps and out of this 1ife and they all just

let it happen.

And in Russia. I've read no bools of it but the number ja T think 35
million, DlNurdered under Stalin. Lutherans and baptists Rdassion Orthodox,

millions who believed it could never happen to them. But it did and_;:i;Lngg;

children andto their children's children. TFeople who were no different from

you and I except that they were born there and we here died under Htalin. and

they couldn't believer it could ever happen to them, until i+t did.

—

We don't like to think about it. Feoplesaw that show the other night and
though they know up here that it could be them, here in the heart they are

sure that it could never be. As Jews under Hitler were sure, =8 Cermans under

S3talin were sure.

1f thereis anyone left, will someone, someday look Back at us and ask,
dow could they let 1t happen, didn't they see what what comeing, why didn't
they fight with all their being to keep nuclear war from happening?

and the answer will be, because we didn't think it could happen to me.

Uthers may suffer and die, but I will be the surviver,

Uy I don't kmow what to do. I don't have a political solution that will

guarantes that nuclear war will never happen. I am net in a position to stand

in the pulpit, speakipg Cod's word ang second guess either oub president or

his opponerts. I do know this: it iri—mes—the—inion withshich I began that

Cod intends for his ereation. Uod ne more wants nuclear war than hé did the

deathes of milliens under Stalin and Hitler. Hather we have CUd's vislen for

the future before us from the passage from Isalahs ™ e




Thig iz the wvision of the latter dayae., This is what God will do when

human history has ended, when God's kingdom shall come, All nations shall

e
come to worship Ged. All nations. GCod will be Fhe judge of every one and

through Cod'sjjdgement there will be Peace. Swords and spears will have no more

use, they will be used for farming, there will be: peace,

lfeither shall they learn war any more,

We need to learn from this vidion., It is not the vision of the deztructlon

——

of the enemies of Israel, It is not the triumph of God's people over all other

peocples. It 1s the inclusion of all peoples in God's kingdom of peace.

All nations.
God is not a GCod for the Americans and agaimst the Russians, for the Jews
and against the Arabs, not for the Namiblans and agalsnt the South Africans.

God will Judge, between the nations, but Cod will Jjudge, not we. Where wars

are waged, they can never be waged in his name, for only peace is in his name.

The wvision is not of the defeat of the smemies, but of peace for all hations.
—

Thewe are hard times to Wwhow what is tiszht, every time from Isaiahs time

to our time have been hard timees to know what is right. Always some on both

gides claim +they know the will and judgement of Ced. They do not. 0God will

—_—

Judge.
ceerd his ways, sthive to walk in his pathe. Fray this day for inshght

and understanding for ourselves and ffr every one. Fray that we gg Individueals
et e -

as_® congregation; eoMas a nation may seek snd do his will above all slse,
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