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But tonight we find out how it im.

While they wers eating he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it

he broke it, gave it t5 them and said, Take; thig iz my body. Then he took
e

8 cup, and after Eiving thanks he Eave 1t to them and all of them deanlk

from 1t. He sBaid to them, Thie igs my blood of the covenant, which is
rm i et

poured cut for many.

Ged had prepared fop this most holy moment. Jesus told the disciples
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of the man carrying the jar, the upper room furnished and ready .

Everything was as JEsus had tcld them. 4 holy moment, a holy meal. And
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how was it surrounded? Hear Jesus words before and after.

Truly I tell you. one of vou will betray me, one who is eating with

me . The¥ began tD_E? di?PEf?EEd and

Lo say to him one after another,

Surely, not I?7 He maid to them, It is one of the twelve, one wha ie

dipping bread into the bowl with me.



That was just before the holy moment.

After? Jesue said to them, you will all become desertera; for it is

written. I will strike the shepherd. and the sheep will be acattered.

God tock the treasure of the Last Supper and placed it in a pile of

garbage. God took the Holy Jewel of Jesus faithfulness and surrounded it

by a setting of the disciples betrayal and desertion. Instead of mathering
around Jesum a people pure and holy, he sat at table with friends who were
filthy and failing.

How forelgn toc every human instinct wags this act of God in Jesus.

If only we could gather a really committed people, I tell myaelf. A

worthy people. A holy people. A people all shiny clean, leaders, models

of righteousneszs.

The world would flock te us, want to be like us. one of us.

But God gathers deserters, & bEEEEEPr' a denver at the table of God's

He
Son. God establishes God s new covenant with peaple a' fall aslesp when
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asked to watch and pray. The very inner ci;glﬂl_the vEry bEEF fall asleep.

To these Jesus said, Take, thi=z ise my body. And as all of them drank
from the cup he promised, This is my blood of the covenant which is poured
out for many.

One of the great dangers that you and I face with bodies recently

bathed, and clothes erisp and new is to think that we ars different from

them. Make it any them that you want. The lazy, the ones who take
advantage of the system. the ones who do little work around hers, the rich.

the poor, any one who is not like me. We think we belong to Jesus in a way
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they do not.

But then we remember that Jesus invited only deeserters and betrayers

e

to his supper. And estill does.
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As we gather he offers his body, his very life given on the cross for

you. Chriet enters into you, his one body making us into one body. One

prople.
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I suppose there was nothing wrong about cur Saturday night batha, nor
with our fine new clothes as long as all was done to glorify and honor God
and not curselves.

But God does not want us fooled by our preparations, whether physical

or apiritual. Always our treasure is e : 2 n as
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