Matthew $19=13 jrd Sunday after Fentecost June 24, 1990
48 a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, I declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins.

fo whom is this word spoken? To the woman whe has just had an abortion.

To the teenager who the night before tried drugs for the first time. Eé?gﬂt
To the man who is only here for the wife and thekids.
drunk for the twentieth time. Whe hears this word of God? The man who is

doing half a job at work, cheating his bess day after day through his laginess,
ha parant who dogan't have the energy to 11q35n tu her children anymore.

ihe retired person who has not only retired from work but who has txxt retired
from caring what happens to the world or the church. whnse Blate 1s wiped
clean when Jesus says, "Your Elna ars fbrgl?an thrﬂugh me? EMEE¥ EEEESRiNWRC
Eearg cthis ward keopke whexare asRamed @i itRe ZREUXRIEXLNNLY ctRaLcxhey chave
kssn tRinkingy The woman who only a momems before was 1ifting herscelf up

by mentally putting her nelghbor down for wearing a dressg like that, The man
o i

WHEXIEXWander injrx having luﬂtful thoughts about the woman waarlng the dress,

e T

the woman wearing the dress and frankly feeling superior toc thai woman wearing
those rags.

As a called and ordained minister of the Churech of Christ, 1 declare to
you the entire forgiveness of gll your sins, in the name of the Father and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Thie word of forgiveness is 1i¥e a bhanMet that gets thrown over the

whole mess. The Eﬂtlrﬂ furglvanaas of all your sins, 1 say. But are you

sorryd are there any tears in your eyes and in your hearts over what you hxe

have done? Is yuur devotion tu ynur lord like #x the dew that goes early

away?_ I'll 8in, God will take care of 1t. That's that. After férglveness
has been pronounced has anything been changed? Cr are the words that are
apnhen here like a [V that has been left on x En the background of your

l.’:t‘la‘i Tes, this word m the entire forgiveness of all your sins is 1llke a

i

blanket throwmg over the whole mess, underneath the mess 1s stlill there.

Doesn't this troubtle you? It troubles mefx. This place is full of Birners.




QEEEEJEEj_panticula;ly_rppuntent ainn&rs. laybe the Emhi Pharisees were right.
=ome men brought to Jesus a p:x:k;:ii paralyzed man: Jesus 8aw the faith

of those who brought him and said to the paralyzed man, "Your siQF are Tforgiven.

”hera had bEEn - no repentence, no-sign that he would amend his 1life, Like a

blankat Jeaua drapad him with forgiveness.

Thuse 8tanding by called it blaspheme,

A bit later Jesus saw a tax collector and invited him to follow. This
man had not promised to 8top cheating and s8tealing. He made no guarandgds
thﬁﬁ_he wugld_nu longer opppesa the Poor, or gcollect ;;luxthn taxes on behalf
oif his peoples enemy . Jesus simply called and he followed.

_Aﬂ; ;Lﬁn at a meal many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down
with Jesue and his disciples, like coming here to the altar. The kkz Pth{F??E
objected, Now their objection could not have teen that these people had sinned,
5;; the Lod had through the prophets made it clear that he was always readyto
recieve penitent sinners. !n:ﬂnghxiuzlniuhxhnxhatx;:umi;luixEnnxi:xxlix:zyly
amnnux;un:xuax:xzni;;lu:xitin;in;:xiﬁing:;xifm:m:xx::k:xlxttnzlx3n:xi:lxﬁn1
wi:hxlnnihn:xxifxxuux But he had also made it clear that empty ewords of
repentence meant nothing, 1hruugh Jeramlah he had Epﬂken, "Bahold you trust
in danepti?e words to ho avall mlll yuu steal, murder, committ adul tery,
swear falsely, burn insencefo BAAL, and £0 after other gods and then come and
stand before me in this house which is called by my name and say, we are de-
livered, only to go on doing these abominations? Unly if you truly amend a
JOUr war ways and your doinge will I let you sat  dwell in this place."”
tes, God would Em forgive sinners, but enly the truly penittent, those who would
turn from their sins.

But here was Jesus having a grand party with sinners and tak collectors
who had shown no signs of repentence. Here is Jesus calling by his own name
sharing his own body and blood with you and 1 who continuelly stumble and sin

and disgrace his name, Here is Jesus glving his name and his authority to the

words he instructs me to speak, I declare to you the entime forgivness of all




¥Your ging;
"Ihose who are well have no need of a physiclan, but those who are sick.

Loand learn what this means, I desire mercy and not sacrifice. For I came not

to call the righteous bus sinners.
In Jesus God is doing a new thing. Ealllng sinners, forgiming sinners,
Wet our penitence, nor our amending our lives but Jesus death un th u;ass 1
oe the only condition of that f‘-::u:'E,:iuu.rennmfm:a.‘r As the ﬁ?ﬂm;n s& Eﬂullﬂ:ﬁ{ teara
ot

forever flow, could my zeal no respite know, all for =in could nnt a nna*”%hﬂu

must save and thou alone. Christ died for you and hncaqu of him you are cover-

R I R e .ﬁﬁﬁrM~
ed with the blankat uf fﬁrg;?anesa. BT e et

BUL(pERIGR i EumBaRe xwilk akjeaty
The Fharisees in every age object th that. Fnr it seems to them that if

God is so very graclnus, so forgiving, that the world will llt&rally g0 to hell.

Ly eatlzéq:ifﬁaunripﬁgﬁiifk:iiiz}%ﬁcﬁﬂFa ﬁnd ?%ﬂf PE??lg 1%?££5ps not encouraging
them. By fnrgivln% everyone all theiir ELHE, will not that lead to greater
lawleseness?

lUoes believing that Jesus forglvens you all your sins lead you to greater
sinnlng, or greater service? Forget about what it might be 1iMe foT your me
neighbors, has Jesus been too genercus with his Tforgiveness with you? Have
you experienced being washed clean too much, have you experienced the presence
of Jesus spirit in you too much? Have you trusted in Jesus rightecusness too
much?

lio, rather I suspect that most of us have not even begun to feel very
forgivense. The faith we believe in our minds has only seldom been matched by
the joy of kmowing that nothing is held against us® We hear the words, I
declare unto you the entire forgiveness of all your sines as only words, human
worde, rather than the word and promise of the almighty God. How we long to
know no guilt, nokxshame, no burden of our sin. How we lan%:;hg}_ggggg gives

g0 freely through faith.




For Jesus sake, God forgives you all your sin. That is really good news

to tax collectors and sinners. That is the kind of hews that could produce

- — S —

8 lot of love for Jo8us in human hearts.

Today you wil be asked to volunteep your time through a program called
Love In the Uame of Christ. Where thare are needs here in L Avon Lake and you

have a8 skill that would answer that need, through love in the name nf Christ

you will b& nshad to use whtt God haa given you for others. kiostly this will

be with people outside of Fur church.

xm::hlxihilxit:x:hlxln;xxhatxnn:xkn:ixinxin:jtngx::xinx:t:xniihx:-xxxx
eakkesiars and Sinners

Who am I to help, you ask? You are the one who has been washed clean
in Christ. You are one who in yourslef is all sickness af and sin, but in

Christ is all health ggg_rignﬁgpuqugéﬁ. You are the one whom Jesus has called,
85 he called Matthew fexss so long ago.

who knows, maybe through ysur Christ woking in you, more colletore
ey g o e ZLt e I,.ll'r"""""-ﬂ:""‘-'-"'" L
and sinners will be thered atthe table. I-eertzinly 3 ’
g2 . _fee Qmwn ‘_,_,{_._,.Lr.-:'_\_?.__
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