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Harctin Luther put =come word. in the mouth oI Goo. &= we preachers like

Lo 29, Sometimes I may aay. God s2ays to you. You are mv child. How i

can’t Tind that anvwhere in the Bible. but it 1= what od i2 saving to vou.

Well. here is the wav Martin Luther did that one dav. The Christisn

knows that God has said. If You want to love and serve me. do it througn ,
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vour neighbor. ne needs your help, I den g." =k - sah

So Luther empried the Jonagteries and the cloisters, places where the
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Freatest work had been Fraver, and nhe called the monks and the nuns to WOk

in the world. Before Luther the word vocation refered to religisus

callings. But Luther spplisd the word vocation to daily work and

respvongibilities in the world snd in familiEEJ Here God is to be =erved.

in preparing a meal for a family. in repairing a street. 4in Producing an

oil filter, in delivering mail. in caring for a pareant. in disciplining &
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child, in teaching in a rublic school. God is ssrvea wnenever w neighbor
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12 blezsed through wessr work.

Zo:'l pray to God that [ will be aafe tnapqgh the night. While I 2lmep
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God e watohies over me through the S¥ER O Mﬁglsberger who
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[ msk God to keep the children mafe a= they travel to and from Bochoo l

and God cares for them in the perzon of Gary Carlson who moves the snow
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that falls during the day and night and through Midge Grachinin who

carstully drives the bus that picks up the chiidren and delivers them.

My praverz to God are answersd bv Mark Packer who sees that the meat I
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buy at Rini Rego is affordable and who lesome . 'Hy Pravers are answeresd when

the plaatice I need in my home and car and work are made with care and with
sarety by Ron Smarsh and many otherse of you.

Sod is at work in every ans of these pecple whether they think zbout
o

it or not. Whanever iﬁb nelghbor is served., <SEEle Cod = work Se-cife .
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=a=tirr the work thart I do in preaching the gospel. and administering
ik e
the sacraments i= not more God s work than ynurh What youl® do in your

calling is Holy work. Hhether_LhnL_nallins_bnaaara—shandnatggt babysitting
P . e
a @ granddaughter or ss a person who rﬁim corporation. God ie

peing served and glorified in you.
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Take a moment. wrice oan YOur card some ways you serve your neighbors -““;_
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through your daily life.

A second part of daily woark ie relationships. You can be a blessing

OF & curee to your neighbors depending on how your treat the people your

1ife touches. Thie part of eerving God iz concerned wi ] B

care ©o build up cur neighbore and not te tearp them down. Yeu are the
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répresentative of Jesus Christ in your sehool or ﬂwam-pm ‘f""‘“'-*_a. EI g

Love your neighbor =& youreelf. God commands. [ want You to spend s

moment of ti elationships. a2t home. at work . at
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trhurich: Hmw ean—yau_glva moTe to others around you, more inteprant more.
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listening. more kindness sand gentleness. and lese judmging and advige. Turn

youselmewswwey- from the concern about. What is in it for me. and turn’ yveas

daae toward what can I do to be a better neighbar to those around me .,

I1°1ll stop for a moment that you might jot down a word. or an idea or &

name that has come to you.

Th2r5]1= qp ff??t&?ﬁW&? :ﬂr.fau To aarva ypur ne nhhpy th

vour ne g:}hﬂg n;iff L:?El = Lmra ,..;n #‘u ,Ehri}n.

that 1E_ﬂh o { pﬁh;t cgnﬁhéusﬁfrad wLften this

There iz mne mnra Diece of stewardship of our daily life that I want

ue 1o consider. (God sayes. If vo e me. do it through

your neignbor, he needs vour help., I deon't.




Today , more than ever we are brushing shoulders with nesighbors who do

not know the love of God in JEsus Christ. How important is your sharing

the mtory of Jesus7 Ask vouraelf what life would be like forp you without
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tiod. What would it be like not te be able to turn to God in praise or in

pleading and to know you mre heard? What would it be like to live arraid

that death ie the end and not to know that eternal life waits for you

through Jesua? What would it be like to have more rpo2a for your lifme.
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than to live for self and nor for God? When you answer thoas quéétianq_ybu

know how important it is to tell others of Jesusa:
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we will pause & final time to write a name or two of people with whom

You might share your faith. In your home. at acheel., at nff%;g, BL
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Therefore my beloved. te stezdfast. immovable, always Bbounding in the

work of the Lord. knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vailn. -Amen




